
 

Lydgate Junior School 

Curriculum Policy 

Lydgate Junior School’s curriculum does much more than deliver the objectives of the national 

curriculum. It is fundamental to our Rights Respecting School ethos that we offer children an 

education that is adapted to their individual needs, their interests and their prior learning. Article 28 

of the UNHRC says that all children have the right to an education, no matter who they are. 

The learning (of knowledge, concepts and skills) within the national curriculum is, of course, very 

important to us, and for all our pupils, but we do not limit what we teach to just those areas. 

We have always offered every child at our school a curriculum that has breadth, richness, 

relevance, diversity, culture and engagement, which builds on what children, know, understand 

and can do. 

Enrichment 

Amongst the teaching and learning opportunities we offer additional to the national curriculum are: 

 School Council 

 Forest school activities 

 Playground play leaders 

 Music instrument tuition 

 Performance participation 

 Inter-school sports competitions 

 Extra-curricular clubs and activities 

 Choir, orchestra, swing band, hand bells, 

 Rights Respecting Schools sessions and theme days 

 Other opportunities to contribute or use their ‘voice’ 

 Education visits, including multiple residential experiences 

Through these activities we build greater pupil confidence, huge engagement and higher pupil 

attendance than national average, more ‘rounded’ and interesting children, universally shared 

experiences, and enjoyment. Children report that they like the range of clubs that we offer. 

Phonics and early reading 

In 2019 only two pupils entering Year 3 did not reach the expected score in the Year 1 phonics 

screening check at their previous school / setting. Both of these pupils had reached the expected 

score at the retest in Year 2, the year before joining our school. 

Similar data is seen in every cohort – just one pupil not reaching the standard by Year 2 in the 

2018 Year 3 cohort, and none failing to meet the standard the year before that (2017 intake). 

However, we assume that some children will require phonics input, however. Those that ‘pass’ on 

the second attempt may have barely reached the standard and not be secure in their skills, and 

those who have not taken the tests in previous years or those who are new to English may all need 

input. Though our school is a Key Stage 2 setting we will, therefore, need provision.  

To this end, we make provision through a curriculum specialist for phonics (and EAL work). 

Children are given small group and one to one support to make gains and become fluent readers. 

Phonics input is not limited to Year 3 pupils but is targeted to those pupils in most need. 



We use the ‘Jolly Phonics’ scheme to structure our phonics teaching. This was selected after 

discussions with our main feeder school. 

But this is not an exclusive resource; we supplement with resources identified by school staff. 

Because the level of need can be low numerically, it is more efficient for school to deliver this 

additional input outside the classroom. A specialist teaching assistant, under the supervision of the 

assessment lead, delivers this work in small groups, or one to one. 

Impact is measured on a termly basis. Involvement is not for a set period but until sufficient 

confident progress has been made or an alternative programme is required. 

Religious Education 

We use the RE scheme set out by the Sheffield SACRE. RE is taught in every year group, each 

week across the school year. The time allowed matches that suggested in the scheme. 

Themes and units of study are planned out by the subject leaders, in conjunction with staff in each 

year group. 

The long term plan for RE is available from the school website: here. 

RE&HE 

Relationships education and health education was introduced into the school curriculum during 

2020 / 2021. This followed consultation with all stakeholders, across the city and the school 

community. 

As with all other areas of the curriculum, it has a subject leader who, with colleagues from each 

year group, has put together a long-term plan for coverage and progression. This is closely based 

on the Sheffield agreed scheme. 

RE&HE has close links with the Rights Respecting Schools scheme and there is much overlap. 

Teaching sessions can often cover objectives within both areas. 

The themes and plans are available here. 

Subject specific plans / delivery 

Every subject area is led by a teacher (or pair of teachers). These leaders have worked on existing 

curriculum plans to ensure they reflect the diversity of our community. 

Curriculum statements for each subject area have been revised in the last 12 months to better 

articulate the intent, implementation and impact of teaching and learning in each subject area. 

Link Governors for each subject area meet with subject leaders to discuss pupil progress, aims 

and pupil progress. Subject leaders make presentations to Governors. 

The statements and plans for each subject are available on our website – here. 
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